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Dear Mr Mari, 
Dear Ms Laffrachi, 
 
As a follow-up to the events that are occurring in the management of the Confederação 
Brasileira de Hipismo (BRA NF) in the last months, please allow me to personally address this 
letter to you. 
 
It is with great concern and regret that my team and I are witnessing the electoral affair and 
the legal battle currently happening within BRA NF. 
 
While we fully respect the autonomy of BRA NF in dealing with its own matters as per its own 
Statutes, as well as the jurisdiction of the Brazilian judicial authorities over any legal discussion 
around the outcome of the BRA NF elections, the current situation is highly distressing the 
entire equestrian community in your country. Particularly the athletes from whom we are 
receiving many letters asking for our assistance in order to avoid a division of the equestrian 
community that can jeopardize the present and the future of the sport in Brazil. 
 
Brazil is an equestrian nation, with a long established equestrian culture, the fourth largest 
equine herd in the world as well as with historic successes at international competitions, 
including the Olympic Games. These impressive figures and the development of the sport in 
Brazil has only been possible thanks to a strong national federation that has showed leadership, 
professionalism, applied the fundamental principles of good governance and overall united the 
equestrian community in Brazil. 
 
However, what is currently happening is certainly damaging the reputation of equestrian sport 
worldwide as well as the one of BRA NF. Surely the interests of the sport and of the athletes 
will not be served by continuing legal battles that will go on forever. 
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In order to find a satisfactory solution to this conflict I personally would like to offer the FEI’s 
assistance to put an end to it. In this regard I believe that the most fair, respectable and 
appreciated solution for your community would be the celebration of a new election in the next 
3 months as per BRA NF Statutes which would allow all BRA NF members with the right to vote 
to freely and democratically express their will. My team will be pleased to assist you in the 
whole process of new elections and will impartially observe it. 
 
However, should a satisfactory solution not be found soon, I am afraid but the FEI will have no 
other option but to look into other actions to be taken, including the potential suspension of 
BRA NF membership until this affair is finally resolved. 
 
Equestrian sport in Brazil deserves all the best, starting with a President and Vice-President 
accepted by the majority of its members. Only in this way BRA NF could continue being a role 
model in the equestrian sport worldwide. 
 
I remain at your disposal, 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ingmar De Vos 
President 
 
 
Copy:  
Ms Sabrina Ibañez, FEI Secretary General 
Mr Louis Roberto Giugni, FEI Executive Board Member, Chair Regional Group VI 
Mr Cesar Hirsch, PAEC President 
Ms Daniela Garcia Nigaglioni, PAEC Secretary General 
 


